MINUTES
 
TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING – SEPTEMBER 27, 2004
 
 
 
The Board of Commissioners of Transylvania County met in regular session on Monday, September 27, 2004, 7:00 p.m., large courtroom of the Courthouse, Chairman Ray Miller presiding.  There were approximately 20 people in the audience.
 
Commissioners present: Chairman Ray Miller, Commissioners Marla Cilley, Jeff Duvall and David Guice.   Commissioner Rob Davenport was not able to attend.
 
Staff present:  Manager Artie Wilson, Attorney David Neumann, Court Sergeant Terry Whitmire, Finance Director Gay Poor, Deputy Tax Collectors Genelle Chapman, Emergency Services Director David McNeill, EMS Director Bobby Cooper, Communications Director Kevin Shook, Economic Development Planner Gary Heisey, Tax Assessor David Reid and Clerk to Board Kimberly Conover.  Also present were commissioner candidates Dr. Carol Grahl and Lynn Bullock.
 
Media: Transylvania Times – Derek McKissock
 
Chairman Miller called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
 
PUBLIC COMMENT (sign-in required)
None
 
AGENDA MODIFICATIONS
The manager requested the addition of one item under New Business, Item B.  Grant Application to the Capacity Grants Program for Ecusta Utilities Regionalization Study
 
Commissioner Duvall moved to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Commissioner Cilley and unanimously carried.
 
CONSENT AGENDA
Upon motion duly made by Commissioner Guice, seconded by Commissioner Duvall and unanimously carried, the consent agenda was approved as presented.  The item introduced and approved was:
 
DISCOVERY AND RELEASE REPORT
Discovery and Release Report for August 2004 was approved as submitted by the tax assessor (attachment as part of these minutes).
 
OLD BUSINESS
 
DELINQUENT TAX REPORT
Deputy Tax Collector Genelle Chapman presented the status of the collection of delinquent taxes for the month of August 2004 (attachment as part of these minutes).  Mrs. Chapman reported that the county recently conducted an auction of properties.  Her department tries to contact each property owner before a sale to see if there is any way to collect on the debt instead of selling the property at auction.
 
It was suggested that the chairman get in touch with the tax collector requesting her periodic attendance at commissioner meetings.  It was felt that commissioners needed a regular opportunity to address issues or express any concerns. 
 
The manager reported that he has been working with Rick Wade, President of the Connestee Falls Property Owners Association, to see if they might purchase some of the unsold properties in Connestee.

Commissioner Guice moved to accept the delinquent tax report, seconded by Commissioner Cilley and unanimously approved.
 
NEW BUSINESS
 
RESOLUTION FOR DESIGNATION OF APPLICANT’S AGENT REGARDING HURRICANES FRANCES AND IVAN
The county manager reported that in order to apply for public assistance as a result of the damage done by Hurricane Frances and Hurricane Ivan, separate resolutions designating the county’s agents for each event must be approved by the board of commissioners.  The manager presented resolutions and applications for the commissioners’ consideration.  (Resolutions 32-04 (Frances) and 33-04 (Ivan) and applications are attached as part of these minutes.)
 
Commissioner Duvall moved the approval of Resolution 32-04 (Designation of Applicant’s Agent for Hurricane Frances) and Resolution 33-04 (Hurricane Ivan).  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Cilley and unanimously carried.
 
GRANT APPLICATION – ECUSTA UTILITIES REGIONALIZATION STUDY
Late last week the county was notified about making application for a Rural Center Grant for an Ecusta Utilities Regionalization Study, which would focus on the feasibility of the water and sewer capability of the Ecusta plant for its possible use as a regional water and wastewater system.  This study would include Buncombe, Henderson, Polk and Transylvania Counties.  The county manager has spoken to the leaders in each county and has received their verbal support for the study.  The projected cost of the study is $44,400, with $40,000 coming from the Rural Center and $4,400 from the county. 
 
The manager presented Resolution 34-04 and supporting documentation (attachment as part of these minutes) to the commissioners for their review.  He stated that the application is due by September 30, 2004, and noted that Mr. Jeremy Cadeau of Cavanaugh & Associates was present to take the documents with him tonight, if approved.
 
Commissioner Guice moved to approve Resolution 34-04, Authorizing Resolution by Governing Body of the Applicant, Ecusta Utilities Regionalization Study.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Duvall. 
 
Chairman Miller mentioned that this is a project that could have great potential in the future and it was important for the county to explore the possibilities.
 
The motion carried unanimously.
 
The manager thanked Gary Heisey for his hard work getting this proposal together in a hurry.
 
MANAGER’S REPORT
The manager presented the following manager’s report:
 
· Library Update:  Larry Reece, Project Monitor, updated commissioners on the progress of the library construction since his being hired on August 16th of this year.  In spite of the considerable amount of rain to date, a lot has been accomplished, including the completion of the geopiers, 90% of the concrete footings and grade beams, and 80% of the foundation masonry.  H&M reports that the project is approximately 14% complete.  It is anticipated that the final inspection should be conducted by August 2, 2005. 
 
Commissioner Guice expressed his appreciation that Mr. Reece is on the project.  There was discussion about the quality of some of the workmanship by subcontractors.  The manager has addressed this situation with H&M Constructors and put them on notice that the work will have to be of quality.
 
· Hurricane Update:  Communications Director Kevin Shook presented the latest update on Hurricane Jeanne.  David McNeill reported on the progress of disaster recovery from Hurricanes Ivan and Frances.  More than 100 homes were affected by Hurricane Frances, and another 100 homes by Hurricane Ivan.  FEMA will have a mobile disaster recovery center on site Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday behind the Sheriff’s office.  Citizens will need to call FEMA first to get a case number and then visit the mobile recovery center to meet with a FEMA representative.    
 
The manager expressed his appreciation to emergency management and fire/rescue personnel who worked three 24-hour days to see to the community’s needs and safety.
 
· CAFR Award:  The county has received another CAFR Award for its excellence in financial accounting.  The manager thanked Gay Poor for her efforts to secure this award.
 
· At the next meeting we will discuss health insurance costs.
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Dr. Grahl suggested that radio station WCGR and Anchor Baptist Church receive a letter of appreciation for their efforts in keeping citizens informed during the last two hurricanes. 
 
COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS
There were no comments from commissioners.
 
There being no further business, Commissioner Duvall moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Cilley and unanimously carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.
 
 
 
                                                                                    __________________________________
                                                                                    Raymond D. Miller, Chairman
ATTEST:
 
 
_________________________________
Kimberly T. Conover, Clerk to Board
