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Transylvania County
Planning Board Meeting| November 2023

Transylvania County Planning Board
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Public Comment

Agenda Modifications
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Consent Agenda

Consent Agenda

Minutes
• October 19, 2023

Subdivision Approvals & Update
Subdivisions 0
Total Exemptions 10
1.1 Re-Combination 3
1.2 Greater than 10 Acres 0
1.3 Public Roads 0
1.4 Two to Three 1
1.5 Joint Inheritance 0
1.6 One of Two Heir 2
1.7 Order of Court 0
1.8 Cemetery Lots 0
1.9 Lot Line Shift 3
Review Only 1
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Old Business

Community Appearance Initiative ReBoot

Documents for Consideration
• History of the Community Appearance Initiative
• Transylvania County Community Appearance Initiative, as 

Recommended for Amendment, June 15, 2023
• Transylvania County Community Appearance Initiative Agreement, 

as Recommended for Amendment, June 15, 2023
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Community Appearance Initiative ReBoot

Background: History of Program
• Original Program started in 2007, ran through 2015;
• Along the Scenic Corridors of US 64, US 178, US 276, NC 215 & NC 

280;
• Voluntary program to receive assistance to enhance appearance of 

their property;
• Applicants dwindled, but there has been renewed interest, with an 

increase of calls to County regarding appearance concerns;
• Call to expand the Scope and amend Agreement;
• Budgeted for $20,000 annually, over next three years, with TDA 

match;

Background: History of Program
• Original Program started in 2007, ran through 2015;
• Along the Scenic Corridors of US 64, US 178, US 276, NC 215 & NC 

280;
• Voluntary program to receive assistance to enhance appearance of 

their property;
• Applicants dwindled, but there has been renewed interest, with an 

increase of calls to County regarding appearance concerns;
• Call to expand the Scope and amend Agreement;
• Budgeted for $20,000 annually, over next three years, with TDA 

match;

Background: Past ProjectsBackground: Past Projects
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Community Appearance Initiative ReBoot

Recommended Revisions to Program
• Same basic program, with same purpose, goals & mission;
• Planning Board functions as Citizens Advisory Committee, Planning 

Director serves as Administrator;
• Scope expanded to all property visible from public right-of-way;
• Takes input from Planning Department Director, Building, 

Permitting and Code Enforcement Director, Health Department 
Director & Solid Waste Department Director;

• Standards of Agreement to last at least ten years;
• Annual Report to Board of County Commissioners;
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Community Appearance Initiative ReBoot

Recommended Revisions to Agreement
• Remains a voluntary program;
• Emphasis of the protection to Health, Safety & Welfare;
• Scope expanded to all property visible from public right-of-way;
• Inserted language regarding Hazardous Waste;
• Extended the Standards of Agreement to last at least ten years, with 

objective standards to maintain properties;
• Requires a more binding Agreement, with penalties for non-

compliance;
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Community Appearance Initiative ReBoot

Financial Impact:
The County has budgeted to match the TDA’s contribution of $20,000 over the next three years.

Strategic Plan Goal & Strategy:
Goal 3: “County government is service driven, transparent and performance based with more active and 
engaged citizens.”
Strategy 3B: “Provide timely, accurate, transparent and informative communication to the public and 
across the organization with superior customer service delivery.”

Recommendation(s):
Motion to (approve/deny/revise) Recommended Policy and Agreement, with annual reports before the 
Board of Commissioners.

Financial Impact:
The County has budgeted to match the TDA’s contribution of $20,000 over the next three years.

Strategic Plan Goal & Strategy:
Goal 3: “County government is service driven, transparent and performance based with more active and 
engaged citizens.”
Strategy 3B: “Provide timely, accurate, transparent and informative communication to the public and 
across the organization with superior customer service delivery.”

Recommendation(s):
Motion to (approve/deny/revise) Recommended Policy and Agreement, with annual reports before the 
Board of Commissioners.

Informational & Discussion Items
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Informational & Discussion Items

A. Community Grants Program Update
B. Comprehensive Plan Work Session,

Outreach & Survey Questions
C.  Noise Ordinance

A. Community Grants Program
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Next Steps

Where & How do we apply?

Transylvania County Website: www.transylvaniacounty.org

Community Centers
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Next Steps

Where & How do we apply?

Community Center Support Grant Program

• In the FY 23-24 Budget, Commissioners allocated $60,000 to form a grant program to support 
community centers pending policy and process development

• Program supports strategic plan by building partnership with community centers that provides 
opportunities for expansion of services the county can offer and improvement to publicly accessible 
facilities

• Program clarifies eligibility requirements and criteria to make application for grant funding
• Eligible community centers must have 501(c)3 incorporation and demonstrate they meet 4 of the 

5 criteria in order to be eligible for funding:
1. Hold elections for center board officers
2. Hold at least quarterly meetings of their board with minutes taken and available for review
3. Hold at least 6 events annually open to the public
4. Publish at least 6 articles pertaining to their activities in The Transylvania Times
5. Maintain an up-to-date website, Facebook or other social media page 

Grant Eligibility
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Community Center Support Grant Program

• Meeting criteria will demonstrate community center is active enough that the County can guarantee 
expenditure of public funds will be successful development of publicly accessible community resources 
and services the county can provide under legislative restrictions.

• Successful applicants will enter into a contract with County which will govern the requirements of 
expending funds and reporting, similar to the process by which County funds nonprofits

• Proposed $60,000 broken into 3 separate grant programs
• Connected Public Space Grants – reimbursement for full cost of investments in communications infrastructure 

with goal of creating wireless internet hotspots and providing support for keeping these spaces open and 
accessible to the public for that purpose.

• Public Health/Public Safety Grants - $2,500 grant awarded on competitive basis for up to 4 eligible projects 
that provide material health or safety improvements and demonstrate commitment by providing 10% match.

• Public Purpose Grants- $7,500 grant awarded on competitive basis for up to 2 projects with a public purpose, 
such as programming for children, youth or families or capital improvement expenses; requires 10% match of 
the full cost of the project.

Grant Parameters

Community Center Support Grant Program

• Applications to be reviewed by committee of representatives across County government, including up to 
2 Commissioners, the County Manager, Finance Director, representatives from Planning and Community 
Development, and from Maintenance and Engineering 

• Administration of grant program with responsibility for monitoring contract and performance by Planning 
and Community Development department

Grant Review Process
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Community Center Support Grant Program

• Will be required to sign a contract
• Will be required to make anything funded with county dollars open to the public for use/benefit
• May be required to host county services a minimum number of times per year without a facility fee

• Project upcoming to explore remote provision of county services.  
• Funds are not guaranteed year to year
• Elections Center will pay usage fees for voting precinct usage only

Grantee Requirements

November 24th

Deadline

Project Development

What is the project timeline?

2023 2024

October CG 
Announcement

December CG 
Awarding

March CG 
FY 24/25 Budgeting

July CG 
Reporting
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Next Steps

Transylvania County Website: www.transylvaniacounty.org

Grant Application Deadline:
5PM, Friday, November 24th, 2023
Transportation, Planning & Community Development Department
106 E. Morgan St., Suite 207 
Brevard, NC 28712

Next Steps

Community Centers Profiles

• History of Community Center
• Background Information
• Organizational Structure
• Operating Hours
• Amenities
• Major Events & Programming
• Website & Social Media Linkage
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B. Comprehensive Plan

Comprehensive Plan: Survey Questions
pg.1
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Comprehensive Plan: Survey Questions
pg.2

Comprehensive Plan: Survey Questions
pg 3
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Comprehensive Plan: Survey Questions
pg.4

Comprehensive Plan: Survey Questions
pg.5
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Comprehensive Plan: Survey Questions
pg.6

Comprehensive Plan: Survey Questions
pg.7
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Comprehensive Plan: Survey Questions
pg.8

C. Noise Ordinance
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NOISE ORDINANCE
PROPOSED REVISIONS

PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT11/12/19

Noise Control Ordinance

: 
 Current Noise Ordinance was adopted in 2008 and 

amended in 2013 .  

 The Planning Board was directed to review and 
propose potential amendments in late 2018.
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Noise Control Ordinance 
Revision Process

The Transylvania County Planning Board: 
 Reviewed the current Noise Control Ordinance 

 Discussed potential revisions with the Sheriff’s Office 
and County Attorney

 Considered revisions at multiple meetings in 2019

 Received public input

 Considered additional revisions based on public 
feedback and comments from the Sheriff’s Office 
and County Attorney

 Recommended a draft version for the County 
Commissioners Consideration on October 17, 2019

Significant Changes: 

 New Definition of what defines a “disturbing noise”:

- “ a noise that annoys, disturbs, injures, or endangers the comfort, health, peace, or safety of a 
reasonable person of ordinary sensibility

 Amended the regulations on how to determine if a noise is in violation (location of 
measurement, duration, decibels, timeframe, practicability)

- Measurements taken at the complainant's curtilage closest to the noise

- Noise level has to exceed the decibel limit for more than 50% of the time measurement.  
(Three (3) readings in less than 10 minutes exceeding ambient noise level by15 decibels for a 
total of 65 decibels during the night hours and 75 decibels during the day.)

- If not practicable, it can’t exceed 65 decibels at night and 75 decibels during the day

 Amended exempted noises including “firearms used for lawful recreational purposes” 

 Amended prohibited noises (violating noises exceeding 65 or 75 decibels depending on 
whether at day or night)

 Added clarifying language on noises from dogs and farm operations
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TC Planning and Community Development11/12/19

Request BOC to Schedule a 
Public Hearing
__________

Questions? 

Noise Ordinance 
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Public Comment

Board Members’ Comments
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Adjournment
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