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Reed

ÅMorning Glory Inspirations, African 
American Storyline Project, Nicola Karesh

ÅTransylvania County Library, Rowell Bosse
North Carolina Room, Marcy Thompson
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I. African Americans Before 
the Civil War

ÅPeople of African descent 
are known to have 
entered western North 
Carolina in 18th century

ÅSlave holders in what 
became Transylvania 
County arrived in early 
19th century

ÅTransylvania did not 
become a county until eve 
of Civil War; Henderson 
and Buncombe counties 
had higher percentage of 
slaves than elsewhere in 
southwestern North 
Carolina

ÅIn 1862 there were 447 
slaves and 3 free people of 
color living in Transylvania 
County



ÅMost material remains of the 
lives of African Americans 
before the Civil War are now 
in the realm of archaeologists

ÅUnmarked slave burials also 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄƛǎǘ  ŀǘ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΣ /ƻƻǇŜǊΩǎΣ 
CatheysCreek and Davidson 
River cemeteries



Johnstone-Hume Slave Quarters (RaxterHouse)





II.  Creation of African 
American Institutions, 

1865-1910

After the Civil War, 
African American 
communities 
developed particularly 
in the French Broad 
and Glade Creek areas 
and at  Shady Grove



French Broad

Churches



Bethel



Glade Creek



Bethel A



Cemeteries

Also Shady Grove 
and Baileys

Coopers

French Broad



Davidson River Cemetery



III. Industrialization and the 
Growth of African American 

Communities, 1910-1963

ÅBuilding of Industrial 
School and 
Rosenwald School

ÅConstruction of 
tannery in Brevard



Industrial School
Brevard News, October 1909

άŀ о-story building has grown up among 
us unheralded and almost unknown to 
ƻǳǊ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦέ  40x50 ft. 3 stories

άŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ōƻȅǎ ƛǎ 
contemplated and among the industries 
ǘƻ ōŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ōǊƛŎƪΦέ

άWΦ IΦ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΣ aΦ 5ΦΣ ŀ ŎƻƭƻǊŜŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴ 
from Knoxville, Tenn., is occupying with 
his family the residence built by Jim Aiken 
ƻƴ hŀƪ [ŀǿƴ ŀǾŜƴǳŜΦ  WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ 
particular business here is to build and 
open the colored industrial school now 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ²Ŝǎǘ .ǊŜǾŀǊŘΦέ

Sanborn Map 1911



Julius Rosenwald

Inspired by Booker T. Washington, 
Rosenwald, the President of Sears 
Roebuck, established a fund in 1913, 
to provide seed money for the 
building of African American 
elementary schools in the South.

The Brevard Rosenwald School is 
listed in the Fisk University records 
as being built in 1920-нмΣ άǳƴŘŜǊ 
¢ǳǎƪŜƎŜŜΦέ



ά¢ƘŜ wƻǎŜƴǿŀƭŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ 
ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ άǘŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
the struggle, perseverance, 
and grassroots efforts of 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ 
American communities for 
equality in and through 
education, as well as for 
the successful collaborative 
and interracial efforts of 
philanthropists and 
communities in helping to 
facilitate one of the largest, 
most successful education 
initiative for African 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘΦέ 

North Carolina Multiple 
Property Nomination Form



Location of 
Brevard 

Rosenwald School

Sanborn Map

1924     



Growth of Community: Rosenwald 

(1924-1931)



JipMills Store


