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Walking Around the World:

African American Landscapes and Experience
In Transylvania County, North Carolina

Michael Ann Williams
Sydneyarajon



Thanks to:

ANorth Carolina State Historic
Preservation Office (Annie
McDonald)

ANational Trust for Historic
Preservation

ATransylvania County Office of
Planning and Development, Joint
Historic Preservation Commission
(JHPC)



CLG Sub
Committee

AEdith Darity, Transylvania Citizens
Improvement Organization and liaison to
the Mary C. Jenkins Board

AMaurice JonesBrevard City Council
AKierra JordanBrevard College student

ANicolaKaresh Rosenwald community
representative and organizer of Morning
Glory Inspirations and the African American
Storyline Project

ALinda Gash Lock&rog Bottom
representative and contact for Glade Creek

ARebeccsuddeth JHPC member and
Curator of the Transylvania County Heritage
Museum

AMarcy ThompsonJHPC Chair and Local
History Librarian

ATenesha Tuckemgreater Transylvania
County representative



Interviewees:

L. CBetsill
EdithDarity
Sheila Mooney
Keith Norman
Wilma Lewis
Clarabelle Smith
Mary Alice Mooney
Tim Ballard
KateNeckolaishen
LurethaKnox
Morris Young, Sr.

Phone Interviewees:
Charles Young
Clifford Outlaw

Special Thanks to Our Teache



Mac Morrow

Patty Stahl
EdithDarity
NicolaKaresh

Wilma Lewis

Tim Ballard

Ann Stone Cleveland
Keith Parker

Jamie Cantrell

and Our Guides



Existing
Resources

AThe Colored People of Transylvania
County, 18611961, Nathaniel B. Hall

ATCIO, Reflections: TCIO Celebrates 40 Years
of Community Service (2000)

ATransylvania Comprehensive Survey
materials, 1991, Deborah Thompson

AThe Brevard Rosenwald Sch@&sity J.
Reed

AMorning Glory Inspirations, African
American Storyline Project, Nicd{aresh

ATransylvania County Library, Rovigiisse
North Carolina Room, Marcy Thompson

A5 2 OdzyYSyaladAazy 2F . I Af
Grove, and French Broad cemeteries,
Marlu Guest Jones



A People of African descent
are known to have
entered western North
Carolina in 18 century

A Slave holders in what
became Transylvania
County arrived in early
190 century

A Transylvania did not
become a county until eve
of Civil War; Henderson
and Buncombe counties
had higher percentage of
slaves than elsewhere in
southwestern North
Carolina

A'In 1862 there were 447
slaves and 3 free people of

|. African Americans Befo sl i vyl
the Civil War




AMost material remains of the
lives of African Americans
before the Civil War are now
In the realm of archaeologists
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GRAVES OF SLAVES
MARKED ONLY BY ROUGH STONES

AUnmarked slave burials also
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Cathey<reek and Davidson

River cemeteries




JohnstoneHume Slave QuarterBRéxterHouse)






lI. Creation of Africa
American Institutions,
18651910

After the Civil War,
African American
communities
developed particularly
In the French Broad
and Glade Creek areas
and at Shady Grove
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Glade Creek
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Also Shady Grove
and Baileys
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ABuilding of Industrial
School and
Rosenwald School

AConstruction of
tannery in Brevard

l1l. Industrialization and th
Growth of African America
Communities, 1910963
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Industrial School

Brevard NewsOctober 1909

a | -stary building has grown up among
us unheralded and almost unknown to
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contemplated and among the industries
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from Knoxville, Tenn., is occupying with
his family the residence built by Jim Aiker
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particular business here is to build and
open the colored industrial school now
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Julius Rosenwal

Inspired by Booker T. Washington,
Rosenwald, the President of Sears
Roebuck, established a fund in 1913,
to provide seed money for the
building of African American
elementary schools in the South.

The Brevard Rosenwald School is
listed in the Fisk University records
as being builtin 1928 M~ a dzy’ RS NJ
¢dzal S3ISS Pe
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the struggle, perseverance,
and grassroots efforts of
G6KS adalF dsqa !
American communities for
equality in and through
education, as well as for
the successful collaborative
and interracial efforts of
philanthropists and
communities in helping to
facilitate one of the largest,
most successful education
initiative for African N
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North Carolina Multiple
Property Nomination Form



Location of
Brevard
Rosenwald Schopl
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Sanborn Map
1924
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Growth of Community: Rosenwald
(19241931)




JipMills Store




